THE SLAVES  DREAD A REMOVAL.              47

ment among the slaves, but as the white people paid
but little attention to it, it soon passed off, and the sor-
rowful slaves put the old man's remains in a rough
box, and conveyed them to their last resting-place.

After the sale was over, the slaves were allowed a
holiday, with permission to go and visit their friends
and relatives previous to their departure for their new
home in a strange land.

The slaves generally on Capt. Helm's plantation
looked upon this removal as the greatest "hardship they
had ever met; the severest trial they had ever en-
dured; and the separation from our old home and fel-
low-slaves, from our relatives and the old State of Vir-
ginia, was to us a contemplation of sorrowful interest.
Those who remained, thought us the most unfortunate
of human beings to be taken away off into the State
of New York, and, as they believed, beyond the
bounds of civilization, where we should in all proba-
bility be destroyed by wild beasts, devoured by canni-
bals, or scalped by the Indians. "We never expected
to meet again in this life, hence our parting interviews
were as solemn as though we were committing our
friends to the grave. But He whose tender mercies
are over all his creatures, knew best what was for our
good.

Little did Capt. Helm think when bringing his slaves
to New York that in a few short years, they would be
singing the song of deliverance from Slavery's thrall-ome excite-slaves left families, whose pitiful cries it was
